
 

MUHAMMAD AYUB 

 Nationality: Indian Rank:  

Driver : Royal Indian Army Service Corps 3 Mule Coy.  

Age: 17 ( as listed in the cemetery records - cwgc gives 18)  

Date of Death: 10/01/1942  

Service No: 781458  

Additional information: Son of Dost Muhammad and Mohammadi, of Mirabala, Hazara, Pakistan. The 3 Mule 

Company RIASC was training with their mules in what is now the nature reserve at Fingringhoe Wick. 

Subsequently they were shipped to Burma. The cause of his death is not given.  

 

1939-1945 Star, 1939-1945 War Medal, defence Medal  

The following is an article taken from a website :- ”At the beginning of WWII the British Army was completely 

mechanised. All animal transport companies had been phased out. But at the last moment they decided they did 

after all need animal transport to bring ammunition and supplies up to the front, quietly with mules (the mules 

were "di-voiced" to stop them braying). 

India at the time had 36 animal transport companies and when asked by Britain they sent four companies at 

very short notice, by sea with all their mules and horses. 

They embarked from Bombay in 1939 - it was the severest winter in Europe for 125 years - to Marseilles on the 

south coast of France. None of the animals were lost. 

The 22nd company got captured by the Germans just before Dunkirk and were prisoners of war. The other three 

companies were evacuated from Dunkirk, and the men were very distressed at having to leave their mules and 

horses behind. Mule drivers became very attached to their animals. They had to give them away to local people 

in Northern France. 



Having arrived in Britain, to begin with they were given French Army horses. In 1941 1,000 mules were 

imported from the USA. It is my impression that the authorities did not know quite what to do with the three 

companies when they got to Britain. They thought it would be demoralising to send them back to India so soon. 

First they were stationed in Cornwall, then Crickhowell in South Wales, where eight died in a flu epidemic and 

are buried in the local graveyard with Islamic inscriptions on their tomb stones. 

On April 2 1942 they arrived by train in Porthmadog (with all their mules and horses in cattle trucks which 

were not very suitable for their animals) and set up camp in Llanfrothen and Nantmor. 32nd company was 

camped in tents around Beudy Newydd and the Gwernydd in Llanfrothen and the other two companies were 

around Dolfriog in Nantmor. 

As far as I can gather from reading the war diaries of the three companies in the Public Record Office in 

London, they spent their time here practising mountain warfare in our local mountains of Cnicht, the Moelwyns, 

Cwm Strallyn, Moel Ddu. 

I think the men were all Muslims, but there was one Christian. They came from a mountainous region called 

Rawalpindi in the North West of India (now in Pakistan). They wore turbans and most of the men could not 

speak much English. 

They had white officers but there was an Indian doctor and an Indian vet. The mules and horses were taken out 

each day for exercise, three abreast, and used to take over an hour to pass, with the vet at the head of the troop 

on a white horse. His name was Malik Mohammed Khan. I think altogether there must have been about 1,000 

men and 1,000 animals between Croesor and Nantmor." reference:- 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/northwest/sites/history/pages/indianarmy.shtml 

 Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Sec. B. Div. B. Grave 156.  

His grave is sited to face Mecca  

Cemetery: COLCHESTER CEMETERY 

 

  

 


